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drum, if he will not follow the spirit of God." Young Peter 
justified his father's forebodings. Before he had been a year in 
the university at Halle, he avenged some fancied indignity by 
knocking down his tutor, and then ran away and enlisted in a 
regiment of dragoons. After serving for some time in this hum- 
ble capacity, he was recognized by an acquaintance of his 
father's, who obtained his discharge, and sent him home to 
America. Not to grieve the old gentleman's spirit any further, 
he consented to pursue his clerical studies under the paternal 
roof, and in due course of time he received ordination, and was 
established as assistant rector over two churches in New Jersey. 
He subsequently removed to Virginia, and while there, the con- 
test with the mother country arose, and he quitted the pulpit in 
the manner that we have related. 

He was a good officer, and being soon promoted to the rank of 
brigadier-general, he served with distinction throughout the war. 
At the battle of Brandy wine, particularly, his brigade fought more 
stoutly than any of the American troops on the field. Among 
the Hessians, Who were opposed to them, happened to be the 
very regiment of dragoons in which he had served as a private 
while in Germany. The story goes, that some of the men who 
had long been in its ranks, as German soldiers then enlisted for 
life, recognized the tall figure of General Muhlenberg, as he led 
on his brigade, and the cry ran among them, Hier kommt Teufel 
Piet ! (Here comes devil Peter !) 



3. History of England, from the Accession of James II. By 
Thomas Babington Macaulay. Boston : Phillips & 
Sampson. 1849. 2 vols. ]2mo. 

Of course, we have no idea of despatching so large a subject 
as Macaulay's History within the brief limits of a Critical Notice ; 
in our next number, we hope to give a full estimate of its char- 
acter and value. We allude to the work now only to commend 
the taste and enterprise of the Boston publishers, who have put 
forth, at a moderate price, a very neat library edition of it, printed 
with great correctness, and not deformed by those shameless 
misspellings, which have so long disgraced the publications of the 
Harpers, and for which no excuse can be offered, except that 
they are owners of an edition of Webster's Dictionary, and they 
wish to extend and perpetuate its use. We have alluded before 
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to their orthographical sins committed upon system and specula- 
tion, in consequence of which a decent American reprint of an 
English work has become a thing of rare occurrence. To have 
such impositions forced upon us is one of the consequences of 
refusing to establish, what justice and expediency both require, a 
system of international copyright. When the Harpers published 
Prescott's Histories, they were not able to foist into them the ill- 
judged and needless innovations of Webster, since the author 
had the control of his own works. But Macaulay and Hallam, 
Whewell and Mill, have no such safeguard, and must submit to 
the mortification of having their books both pirated and defaced. 
In the absence of a proper copyright law, the best policy for 
those who buy books, and wish for perfect copies, is to encour- 
age the most open competition between the several publishing 
houses. If one mammoth firm is enabled to monopolize the 
business, and deter others from entering into it by threatening to 
sell at an immense sacrifice, their action being restrained neither 
by the injunctions of the authors, nor by a regard for the taste 
and convenience of the public, we shall be obliged to accept such 
wares as they may offer, and be thankful if their impudence does 
not go so far as to prescribe the manner in which the whole peo- 
ple must write the English language. Till Congress shall be 
induced to redress this great national wrong, committed against 
those to whom the civilized world is most indebted for amusement 
and instruction, we shall be glad to see rival editions of every 
popular English work appear in all our great cities. No scruple 
need be felt in encouraging them, on the ground of some pre- 
tended bargain between one American publisher and the repre- 
sentatives of the author in England. Such a bargain seldom 
includes any thing but a paltry sum paid to the English printer, 
not the author, for an early copy of the sheets, which will enable 
the purchaser to get the start of his American competitors in 
piracy. Three rival editions of Macaulay's History have already 
appeared, and we hope they will soon be followed by others. 
When the booksellers grow weary of this ruinous contest, they 
also will be ready to petition that the rights of authors may be 
respected. 



